Donna Davidson
September 13, 1932 - October 28, 2020

Donna Parks Davidson, 88, of Johnstown, NY died on Wednesday, October 28, 2020 at
Bassett Medical Center, Cooperstown after a brief illness
Born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. Daughter of Helen and James Leroy Parks. Sister of
Geraldine Parks Sayler (John Sayler) and Nancy Parks Popoff (Andrew Popoff). Mother of
LD Davidson (Gabriella Vardal-Davidson), Lynne Davidson (Sondra Dutton) and Jennifer
Davidson. Mother-in-law of Gerti Davidson. Aunt of John E. Sayler Jr. Grandmother of
Serena, Benjamin and Emilia Davidson.
Donna graduated valedictorian of her class at Langley High School. She received a BA
degree from University of Pittsburgh and a MA from Elmira College. In 1954 she married
Louis Davidson. Donna taught Business in Hawaii, Pennsylvania and at Canajoharie High
School, retiring after more than 30 years. Donna was committed to the development of
human potential. She supported, challenged, encouraged and inspired excellence from
students, family, colleagues and friends. She was generous with her time, wisdom and
resources, She valued integrity and led by example. Her resilience and strength were
apparent to all who knew her.
American Field Service (AFS0 was an organization into which Donna invested her energy
and care. She supported this educational exchange student program with her time and
resources. Donna was actively involved hosting young adult students from Iran, Turkey,
Switzerland and New Mexico.
Donna has been active in the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and in an
Eclectic Study Club which dates back to the late 1800’s. She was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Johnstown. She participated in various youth activities including
4H and Scouting. Donna was an avid reader.
Donna has been an animal lover who cherished her cats, dogs, horses, goats, ducks and
geese. Donna has always enjoyed household skills. She has successfully maintained a

historic family home and acreage independently for many years. The role of grandmother
has been a commitment of love and source of joy to Donna. She engaged actively in the
daily lives of her three grandchildren, supporting their growth and interests. She has taken
great pride in their development and successes.
At her request, there will be no formal calling hours or funeral service. Family and loved
ones will gather at Evergreen Cemetery in Fonda to pay respects and remember Donna.
Contributions in Donna’s memory may be made to the Johnstown Public Library, 38 S.
Market Street, Johnstown, New York 12095.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the A.G. Cole Funeral Home, Inc., 215 E. Main
Street, Johnstown, New York 12095.
Condolences to the family may be made online by visiting our website at www.agcolefuner
alhome.com

Cemetery Details
Evergreen Cemetery
296 Martin Road
Fonda, NY 12068

Tribute Wall

NM

I am distantly related to Donna through our common ancestor David Pyle and his
wife Elizabeth Parson. I am sorry to hear of Donna's passing. I would very much
hear from her daughter Jennifer. She can reach me at NRMabie@gmail.com My
sincere condolences to Jennifer and all of Donna's family.
Nancy Floyd Mabie
Nancy Mabie - October 04, 2021 at 02:10 PM

JS

Condolences to all the family. Your Mom and Grandma was such a special
person. She touched so many lives. Always a smile and a belief that all will be
well. She is a great model for all of us to follow. Our prayers are for all of you. She
is in a much better place than we!
The Schultz Family
Jean Schultz - November 25, 2020 at 10:34 AM

WE

Dear Doug, Lynne, and Jennifer, You have my sympathy. Your Mom was
wonderful to me when I spent many hours at your house in the early 1970's. She
would pick Lynne and me up after school and bring us home to ride and care for
our horses. She even allowed us to live after one of the horses got loose and ran
through her newly planted garden! May she rest in peace. Sincerely, Wendy
Barringer Elmore
Wendy Barringer Elmore - November 19, 2020 at 07:11 PM

She worked with my dad... she was part of my childhood... a wonderful woman.
RIP Donna...
Deja Donde - November 04, 2020 at 10:03 AM

PP

Lynne, Doug, & Jennifer - So very sorry to learn of your mother's death. Although
I only babysat for 2 of you, I somehow stayed in touch w/Donna for a number of
years, until I moved far away from Johnstown. She was always happy to talk
w/me. Our last encounter was when Donna came to my own mother's memorial
service so that she could see both my sister & me; that was so appreciated. I
have nice memories of knowing her. As I've read other tributes here I see how
much of an impact she had on teenagers; I met her when I was just 13 & thought
she was just the nicest person.
Please accept my deepest condolences.

Pam LaVoie Putman
Pam Putman - November 02, 2020 at 01:17 PM

CO

I extend my heartfelt condolences to the Davidson family. Our years at Highland
Hill Stables brought us together as a family. I always admired Donna's love and
dedication to her family and her animals.
Cathy Olds
Cathy Olds - November 02, 2020 at 12:30 PM

BK

I am so sorry to hear about this , our families have been friends and neighbors for
over 50 years , I have so many great memories of the horses and fun that bonded
us together over all these years... I hope my mom and your mom are up in
heaven have coffee together .. anything I can do please let me know
Beth Kelley - November 02, 2020 at 11:09 AM

LB

We will always remember Donna for the kindness that she showed to our Aunt
Laura Hutton. She always looked forward to Donna's visits and her delivery of her
favorite Freihofer cakes.
Lenny and Pat Van Buren
Leonard and Patricia Van Buren - November 02, 2020 at 09:44 AM

SD

Our sincere condolences to Donna's family. Donna was a wonderful person with a
huge heart. She was devoted to her family and gave so willingly to the Boy
Scouts of America Troop 32 of Tribes Hill. There was never a scout who was not
able to attend summer camp because of Donna's love and generosity. She will be
missed dearly. We are blessed to have known her!
~Stacey & Dave DeLaney
Stacey DeLaney - November 01, 2020 at 07:16 PM

CW

My sincere condolences to the Davidson family. Donna was one of the kindest
individuals I have ever met. I will always cherish our memories of walking our
horses at night together to graze and we would talk. She will truly be missed but
always in my heart Cynthia Wyzykowski
Cynthia Wyzykowski - November 01, 2020 at 11:20 AM

WA

Mrs. Davidson was a great teacher at canjo. She provided me with knowledge I
use everyday. During my college years she provided me with materials,
technology and assistance I needed to be successful. I hear her voice everytime I
use a keyboard. She was always there to extend a helping hand and to go above
and beyond. She will be missed.
Wayne - November 01, 2020 at 10:23 AM

DK

Such a lasting, loving impact on so many of us.
Your sweet voice in my head, every day: “asdf space jolly sema space.”
Thanks so much for everything, Mrs. Davidson!
David Kilpatrick - November 01, 2020 at 09:33 AM

RC

Mrs. Davidson was my middle school keyboarding instructor. I still think of her
and her class quite often while typing at work. I can still hear her saying “a,s,d,f
space” . She was a wonderful teacher and person.
Rachel Congdon - November 01, 2020 at 09:03 AM

BM

To the family of Donna Davidson, I wish to extend my condolences. It seems like
a lifetime ago that I had the privilege of sharing the educational space that we
used to call “the halls of Canjo”. That building is no longer there but the reputation
and memories that Donna and her colleagues shared and created are still bright
in the hearts and minds of former students and faculty. Donna added a sense of
professionalism and dedication to the business department. She was a serious
educator whose sense of purpose was well known among her colleagues. It is
with regret and sympathy that another one of our colleagues has left us. I enjoyed
our professional relationship and will miss her.
Brian J Mazza
Former Biology Teacher and Colleague
Brian Mazza - November 01, 2020 at 07:41 AM

DK

On behalf of the Canajoharie Central School Class of 1985, our sincere
condolences to the family and friends of Mrs. Donna Davidson on her passing.
Mrs. Davidson's enthusiasm to excel she shared with each and everyone of her
students was exemplary to her character and that of a gifted educator.
David Kaczor
Canajoharie Central School
Class of 1985
David Kaczor - November 01, 2020 at 01:13 AM

SS

I would like to share having Mrs. Davidson in middle school as a keyboarding
instructor! I wanna say from 2004-06. I remember she would sneak up behind
kids who were looking down at the keyboard and shout "DON'T LOOK AT THE
KEYS!" LOL, my goodness, the years have just floated on by. This woman
basically taught me how to effectively use a keyboard at the dawn of the
MySpace Era.
Mrs. D. Thanks for everything and Godspeed.
Scott Summers-Paulson CHS Class of 2011
Scott Summers-Paulson - October 31, 2020 at 10:52 PM

RC

I wanna share that Mrs. Davidson was my business
teacher. She inspired me to always do my best. I’m forever
grateful for knowing her. I can still hear her say “boy can
you type fast”. She even told me that I was faster at typing
then she was. Mrs. Davidson, surprised me as she
volunteered me to go to Cobellskill college to take part in
the speed typing event. I surprised myself and Mrs. Davidson as I came in 2nd
place with the fastest speed. RIP Mrs. Davidson. You have touched many in so
many different ways that we all are very grateful to have gotten to know you and
to be able to say you were not only a mentor, but a good friend.
Robert Spraker Jr. Class of 1984. Canjo. - October 31, 2020 at 10:28 PM

AL

Donna was 1 of the best teachers I had a Canajoharie. She
was 1 of my Moms good friends thanks to AFS. Gods
speed. Amy Lawton

Amy Lawton - October 31, 2020 at 09:46 PM

SA

So very sorry to hear of her passing. She was an amazing teacher and a very
kind spirit. She was always a positive ray of light. She will be greatly missed by all
who knew her
sarah - October 31, 2020 at 08:40 PM

KK

So many fond memories with Mrs Davidson. She pushed us to excel in our
studies and helped mold us into adults. I spent many lunches with her discussing
our love of horses. Your family will be in my prayers. I’m so very sorry for your
loss.
Kimberly Michalak Kubisek
Canajoharie Class of 1990
Kimberly Michalak Kubisek - October 31, 2020 at 08:16 PM

AK

Mrs. Davidson, thanks for being a great teacher. You pushed me hard to be the
best I could be. Thank you for the lessons.
Alena Krug
1988
Alena krug - October 31, 2020 at 08:02 PM

DS

I have SEVERAL memories of her. Keeping the family in
my thoughts and prayers.
Deana Diefendorf-Schulte
Canajoharie Class of 88

Deana Diefendorf Schulte - October 31, 2020 at 07:51 PM

DL

Debby Laug Limoncelli lit a candle in memory of Donna
Davidson

Debby Laug Limoncelli - October 31, 2020 at 07:21 PM

GK

She was a wonderful person in high school. Sending prayers
missed.god bless you

. You will be

Gloria Kilmartin Knudsen - October 31, 2020 at 07:26 PM

MM

Doug and Lynne:. My sympathies in the passing of your Mom; there is never an
easy time to say goodbye. Growing up she was always kind and friendly at your
house on Glebe and later out on 29 always a smile, wave or kind words as I
would see while visiting my uncle next door.
Sorry for your loss
Mike Miller - October 31, 2020 at 07:44 AM

DC

Prayers to the entire family... Thank you for the years of
your dedication to us at CHS 1985

Deirdre Carleton - October 30, 2020 at 11:20 PM

