Rev. Richard L. "Dick" Sears
December 26, 1938 - December 11, 2018

Rev. Richard L. “Dick” Sears, age 79, of Gloversville, went to be with the Lord on Tuesday,
December 11, 2018 at his residence with his loving wife Janice by his side.
He was born on December 26, 1938 in Cortland, the son of the late Esmond Sears and
Dorothy Blake Sears.
Dick was a graduate of Lake Placid High School. He received his Bachelors Degree from
Drew University in Madison, New Jersey and completed his Master of Divinity at the New
York Theological Seminary. Reverend Sears was an integral component of the clergy,
most recently serving the former First United Methodist Church of Johnstown and the First
United Methodist Church of Gloversville. He also served churches in Watervliet, East
Greenbush, Lake Placid and Essex Junction, VT.
Dick was a 60+ year member of the Barbershop Harmony Society and sang in various
quartets and choruses over the years. In 1990, his quartet, “Something Old, Something
New”, won the Northeastern District Championship. Dick was also an avid hunter and
fisherman.
He is survived by his wife Janice Becker Sears whom he married on June 23, 1962; two
daughters, Jennifer DeYoung and her husband Daniel of Fairport, and Amy Jones of
Waterford; three grandchildren, Kay Jones, Christian Jones and Rachel Jones, and one
great-grandson William Murphy.
A Celebration of Life service for Rev. Sears will be conducted at Foothills United Methodist
Church,17 Fremont Street, Gloversville, on January 6th at 2pm.
In keeping with Dick’s request, there will be no calling hours.
Contributions in his memory may be made to the Foothills Worship and Mission Center
building fund. Please consider visiting the go-fund me page, created by Dick Sears, in

support of the new Worship and Mission Center at
https://www.gofundme.com/overcoming-obstacles-gods-promise. Contributions can also
be sent to the Foothills United Methodist Church, memo:crowd-funding, 17 Fremont St,
Gloversville, NY 12078.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the A.G. Cole Funeral Home, Inc., 215 E. Main
Street, Johnstown.
Condolences to the family may be made online by visiting our website at
www.agcolefuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Oh my! I am so sad. Dick was my best friend growing up in Lake Placid. I was the
Best Man at Jan and Dick's wedding in Blue Point those many years ago. Dear
Jan...at least we met one more time at the class reunion in Lake Placid two years
ago.
God bless you. and I know Dick is with his Savior now.
Jack Taylor

John Taylor - December 21, 2018 at 12:05 PM

“

Jan and family,
I was saddened to hear of Dick’s passing. He was a good friend and though we
haven’t kept in touch he was a major influence in my life while a youngster growing
up in Watervliet. I grew more intimate with the Methodist Church and our Lord
through his tutelege and compassion. Our many hours fishing and hunting together
reinforced the bond that developed between us. Dick was a kind, caring, and
devoted mentor who I am certain will be missed by many. My sincere condolences to
his family members and friends.

Bob Christiansen - December 19, 2018 at 05:51 AM

“

Jan and family, do very sorry to hear of Dick’s passing. He was a wonderful pastor
and married my daughter and son in law years ago. I enjoyed hearing him sing. You
could tell he took much joy in it

Cathy VanAlstyne - December 16, 2018 at 06:39 PM

“

I extend my love and care, my support and compassion to Janice and the family at
this time of most personal loss. I lift up Dick's deep faith, his love of life and nature,
his appreciation of people, the practically helpful manner in which he cared with and
for others and the joy he found in every aspect of worship. I celebrate the way in
which he worked with laity within congregations and offered them a place of
leadership in ministry.
I appreciate the freedom with which he shared his experiences and skills within the
districts and conference. His faith offered him a keen sense of humor and the
wonders of song, both of which he shared with all of us. Please know that you are
within the embrace of the One who loves and cares for us more than all others
together.
Shalom, Bob Long

Bob Long - December 14, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Gary Bagnardi - December 13, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

Jan,
So sorry to hear of Dick's passing. He was a wonderful preacher and will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.
Much love to you and your family,
Ed & Brenda Leitt

Brenda Leitt - December 13, 2018 at 02:43 PM

“

I want to express my sympathy to all of Dick's family. I am his
half sister, Vickie Matthews, and I wish to keep in touch with
the family-My e-mail address is: seedlings@nycap.rr.com
I truly look forward to the family's reply. Blessings, V. Matthews
Victoria Matthews - December 31, 2018 at 02:47 PM

“

Our hearts ache for you, Jan, and your daughters and son-in-law.. We can only imagine the
depth of your feelings of loss. Please know we are with you all in thought and spirit. Wish
we could be there with you but hope you feel the love we send your way.
Ron and Ann DeYoung
DeYoungs - January 06, 2019 at 09:16 PM

“

Dear Jan and Family,
We were so sorry to learn of Dick's sudden passing. We shared a lot in ministry over
the years as we served together in the Johnstown and Gloversville area. He was a
great outdoorsman. a loving husband, father, and pastor. He had a great vision and
dream for Foothills UMC, which lives on, as the church moves forward. He will be
greatly missed.
You are all in our thoughts and prayers during this time of grief, but even more, as we
remember and celebrate Dick's life.
May God bless your days with peace.
With our sincere condolences,
Alan and Nancy Rhodes

Rev. Dr. Alan C. Rhodes - December 13, 2018 at 12:45 AM

“

I am heart sick missing my best friend and lifetime hunting and fishing companion. So sorry
for his passing, sincere condolences, Gary Bagnardi.
Gary Bagnardi - December 13, 2018 at 03:17 PM

“

Dick did a superb job in Chairing the Board of Pensions for Troy Conference. The records
he left me were in superb shape and reflected his sincere desire to do all he could for the
ministers who were reaching retirement age. Condolences to the family.
Jim Engelbrecht
Jim - December 14, 2018 at 09:01 PM

