Teresa M. Groesbeck
August 22, 1927 - March 20, 2018

Teresa M. (Shields) Groesbeck, of Johnstown, peacefully passed away on Tuesday,
March 20, 2018 at Wells Nursing Home.
She was born in Newark, New Jersey on August 22, 1927, the daughter of the late Francis
and Kathryn (Murphy) Shields.
Teresa was a graduate of St. Patrick’s Elementary School in Johnstown and St. Mary’s
Institute in Amsterdam. On July 2, 1949, she married Robert V. Groesbeck at St. Patrick’s
Church in Johnstown and was happily married for 62 years.
Teresa was a devout Catholic and was intimately involved in Church functions her entire
life both in Johnstown and Utica. She worked at greeting card shops in downtown Utica
until her decision to change careers and become a certified nurses assistant; first at
Faxton Hospital in Utica for five years and culminating with 25 years at Nathan Littauer
Hospital in Gloversville. She always worked the night shift in order to care for family and
friends during the day.
After retirement, she cared for her wheelchair bound husband until his death in 2011. She
also made the rounds of all Fulton County Nursing Homes at least four days a week to
visit those who had no family contacts and many others. She did this until she could no
longer drive in 2013. Everyone she knew, family, friends and neighborhood kids all
received cards and a couple of dollars on birthdays and holidays. She sent flowers to
everyone and she never wanted anything for herself.
She is survived by her sons Paul (Kathi Hasegawa) Groesbeck of Honolulu, HI, Deacon
Larry (Susan) Groesbeck of Ephratah and David (MaryKay) Groesbeck of Johnstown;
grandchildren Lucas, Larissa, Eric, Kayla, Jorma, Mi-Ri, Ken, Michael and Marasia; four
great- grandchildren; several nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 22, 2018 at

Holy Trinity Church, Glebe Street, Johnstown, New York.
There will be no calling hours at Teresa’s request. She was 90 years old.
Interment will be in St. Patrick’s Cemetery in the spring.
In lieu of flowers, a donation to the Johnstown Public Library, where she worked at an
early age would be most appropriate.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Barter & Donnan Funeral Home, 1 N. Melcher
Street, Johnstown.
Condolences to the family may be made online by visiting our website at
www.barterdonnan.com
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Comments

“

When I was little, I played at Teresa's house 6 days of 7. Of course, I was hanging
out with her little brother, but It was nice having one of the world's best big sisters
watching over us.

Jim Hespelt - March 28, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

To the Groesbeck family,
I am so saddened to hear of your mother's passing. She was truly a compassionate
woman and a devoted Catholic. She was a good friend to my Mom and I am sure
they having a nice relaxing cup of tea in heaven. God Bless.

Christine Reynolds - March 27, 2018 at 03:46 AM

“

Larry and Dave, sorry to see the passing of your Mom, she gave so much joy to the
residents at the Fulton County Infirmary, that is where I met her. May she rest in
peace. Thinking of you. Prayers for her.

Linda E. Cintula - March 24, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

Mike,Lynnae and family we will miss her very much. She was an angel who watched
over all of us. We will never forget her. May she rest in peace

Michael elmendorf - March 22, 2018 at 09:24 AM

“

Please accept my Sincere Condolences~

Brad Yerdon - March 22, 2018 at 06:52 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Teresa's passing. She was such a good person to our family.
She watched my children at St. Pat's so a group of us young mothers could teach
Religious Ed. classes to the older kids. My children were just toddlers and they just
loved Terry. She was so patient with them and always brought candy and art projects
to keep them busy. Terry also helped take care of my mom when she was diagnosed
with ALS. She was so kind and gentle with my mom too. The Rosary Society
wouldn't be the same without her. I'm sure that God has saved a special place in
heaven for her. She certainly deserves it. May God comfort you, her family and
friends, at this difficult time.

Lynne Henry and family - March 21, 2018 at 05:04 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Teresa M. Groesbeck.

March 21, 2018 at 04:03 PM

“

Dear Paul, Larry and David,
We are saddened to hear of the passing of Aunt Tes. She was one of the kindest
people I ever knew and she never failed to remember me or my children on birthdays
and holidays. She had a true heart of service to God and others. I hold many special
memories of birthdays with her and my dad and Aunt Kay in Johnstown. Mimi is here
in Charlottesville with me for a few weeks and we will not be able to make the trip to
be with you tomorrow. But know you are in our hearts and prayers.
Much love,
Cathy, Bill, Erin, Keelin and Will O'Hara and Mimi Shields

Cathy O'Hara - March 21, 2018 at 03:33 PM

“

Dear Paul, Larry and David and families--my prayerful and sincere sympathy on the
passing of dear Aunt Tes. The obituary definitely summed up her life of devotion to
God and His people. Thank you so much for such a fine tribute. Please feel me near
in thought and prayer at the funeral Mass and in the days ahead. Love, Sr Clare

Clare Kralovic - March 21, 2018 at 02:15 PM

“

Joanne Hock Flansburg lit a candle in memory of Teresa M. Groesbeck

Joanne Hock Flansburg - March 21, 2018 at 09:52 AM

“

Dave, Larry and families,
We are sorry to hear about the passing of Teresa. She was so welcoming when we
moved into the neighborhood. Her gifts for Meghan were always treasured. And we
appreciated that she kept an eye out for suspicious activity at our house. We will
miss her. We hope your wonderful memories of her will help you through this difficult
time. Let us know if we can do anything to help.
Tom, Ellen, Meghan and Justin Roehl

tom roehl - March 21, 2018 at 07:39 AM

