William R. Zajicek
January 10, 1949 - June 9, 2016

William R. Zajicek (“Billy, “Zig”)
William R. Zajicek, 67, of Gloversville died Thursday, June 9th at Nathan Littauer Hospital
after a long illness. He was born in Gloversville on January 10, 1949 and was the son of
the late Rudolph and Ellen Leach Zajicek.
Billy grew up in Johnstown and graduated from Johnstown High School in 1967.
While in high school, he played football and was a standout in track. His talent earned him
trips to the NY State Track Meet competing as a sprinter and long jumper.
He also played football for the Glove Cities Colonials, was a competitive water skier and
an avid golfer. In recent years, he enjoyed watching all sports, especially college football
and auto racing. Mostly, he enjoyed sharing his stories with his friends and grandsons.
Bill worked for many years at the former Longview Fiber Company in Amsterdam. He later
served as a delivery man for DelNegro Pharmacy and Rite-Aid Pharmacy.
He was also employed, for many years, at Fox Run Golf Course. This became his second
home and was a job that never seemed like work to him.
His is survived by his step-mother, Iva Stock Winsman Zajicek, two daughters; Melissa
Zajicek and Elizabeth Kiffney, two grandsons; Matthew (MJ) Enchautegui and Brandon
Lemanski, a sister; Kathryn Zajicek, and a special sister; Barbara Anderson, all of
Johnstown.
He is also survived by two aunts; Agnes (Maurice) Sahut of Salt Lake City, Utah and
Patricia (Petar) Bjelica of Johnstown and many cousins, an extended step-family and
many, many friends that he met on his life’s journey.
Bill had a zest for life and his legend will live on.

A memorial service will be conducted at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at the A.G.
Cole Funeral Home, Inc., 215 E. Main Street, Johnstown.
Memorial visitation for family and friends will be on Tuesday prior to the service from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, Bill requested that donations be made to St. Judes Children’s Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, Tennessee 38105 or the charity of one’s choice.
The family wishes to thank the many health care workers involved with Bill’s care,
especially CHC, Dr. Glenn, Dr. Dworkin and Adirondack Transport.
Rest in peace and comfort.
Condolences to the family may be made online by visiting our website at
www.agcolefuneralhome.com
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215 E. Main Street, Johnstown, NY, US, 12095-0050

Comments

“

I think of you often and truly miss you my friend, see you on the other side.

lynn a williams - November 16, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

thinking of you my friend I love you and miss you more! till we meet again!

Lynn Williams - September 29, 2017 at 11:25 PM

“

Missing you my friend, till we meet again!

Lynn Williams - April 18, 2017 at 02:19 PM

“

Beth and family Sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Debbie
Taylor

Debbie Taylor - June 16, 2016 at 11:08 AM

“

My love goes out to bills family and loved ones and thise who helped care for him in
his time of need. Ive had the pleasure of,meeting him once or twice and he was
a,very lovable and caring gentlman. Again im so sorry for your loss.

Toni Caban - June 14, 2016 at 01:46 PM

“

Bill I'll always remember you as the guy on the golf course in the PANAMA HAT !!!
Your personality was always as big as life itself !!! Thanks for the great golf tips and
all the wonderful memories, you surely will be missed.

Cynthia L. Ficili - June 14, 2016 at 11:59 AM

“

Billy was and still is my Buddy, my Bother and my dear Friend, and always will be.
We have been blessed to have had over 60 plus years of dear friendship since
Kindergarten in 1954. Love, Jack

jackcallery - June 14, 2016 at 10:28 AM

“

I will miss my good buddy Ziggy, we had alot of fun at Fox Run and played golf
together alot. I will miss his stories and all his crazy golf games that we would play
during our rounds. He loved being around his friends and also spoke of his family
often. He will be missed. Pete Bennice

Pete Bennice - June 14, 2016 at 10:11 AM

“

I have known Bill for nearly all my live, starting with first grade at East State Street
School, in Mrs. Boardman's first grade class. He was such a nice person, and also
looked like a young version of Elvis Presley. Needless to say, I had quite a crush on
him. During the winters, we spent a lot of time ice skaring on the flooded and frozen
tennis courts at Knox Junior High. We graduated together in the JHS Class of '67. I
moved from Johnstown for school and my career, but happily saw Bill at several
class reunions. I last saw him at our 45th reunion, where we shared several dances.
He was a good dancer, and a gentleman who walked me to my car at the end of the
evening. After the reunion we kept in touch through letters and then bi-weekly phone
calls. He had such a wonderful and positive attitude, despite his worsening health
problems. He told me that he would serenade me from his balcony when I came to
town for our 50th reunion. I was looking forward to that! I was so fortunate to have
Bill as a friend, and am missing him so much, already. He truly loved his family. and
spoke so highly of you all. His grandsons were the lights of his life and he was so
proud of you both. May he rest in peace.
Sally Klock, Mentor, Ohio
PS. I recognize the background in the picture as either Beth's or Melissa's house,
once I saw the blue butterfly hanging art work. I made one just like it for my parents,
but in red. What a coincidence!

Sally Klock - June 14, 2016 at 09:01 AM

“

“

So sorry to hear of this loss. My thoughts and prayers with Beth and family.
Marilyn Wolfe - August 09, 2016 at 06:55 PM

Our heart felt sympathy to you. May your many wonderful memories help you
through this difficult time.
Bob & Sandy Hurlbert

Sandy Hurlbert - June 14, 2016 at 08:14 AM

“

Dear Kathy, Iva, Melissa, Beth and family,
If is with heavy hearts that we extend our most sincere sympathy in learning of
Ziggy's passing. We have been reminiscing and will cherish our fond memories of
the good times we shared with him, so many years ago. May your memories along
with the love and condolences of family and friends help to grant you comfort and
peace. RIP Ziggy.
With love,
Paul and Paula

Paul Paula Rowley Falacco - June 13, 2016 at 09:19 PM

“

To Kathy and Billy's family---my deepest condolences. In kindergarten, Bill broke his
ankle--Our teacher walked us all down to his house where we signed his cast. He,
John Kane, and I were inseparable friends in those very early years. The boys of
East State Street School spent almost every afternoon after school playing football or
baseball in my back yard---and in the middle of winter we would play football in feet
of snow and call it the Rose Bowl. Ziggy---you are already sorely missed and will be
remembered by so many. It has been my good fortune to have called you my friend.
Allan Rose

Allan Rose - June 13, 2016 at 04:45 PM

“

Lorrie lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

Lorrie - June 13, 2016 at 11:14 AM

“

Billy was a wonderful man, enjoyed his company out and about and when I worked at Fox
Run. He always made an impact with everyone he met. He truly will be missed. Prayers
and condolences to his loved ones. Lorrie
Lorrie - June 13, 2016 at 11:18 AM

“

We were sad to hear of Billy's passing, but know that his suffering is over and he can
continue on playing his next 18 on lush fairways. Working with Zig was a daily
comedy act that was filled with many different emotions. From his on course games
to his nicknames for everyone, we will truly smile each and every time we hear the
train whistle blow or team Ferrari winning another race. We will miss your smile and
laughter. Until we meet on the tee again. Your Fox Run Family

Rich, Marlana and Noah - June 13, 2016 at 10:17 AM

“

Ziggy worked with me at Fox Run GC for 15 years. He seemed to light up when walked
through the doors to golf or help out in any way that was needed. Ziggy loved his family
immensely and spoke of them often. "We love you Zig and may you rest in peace.
Rich & Cathy Bennice
Richard Bennice - June 13, 2016 at 11:14 AM

“

BETH & BRANDON
SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS, YOU ARE BOTH IN OUT THOUGHTS AND
PRAYS. REST IN PEACE.
THE GIRLS AT JOHNSTOWN PEDS

SMH JPEDS - June 13, 2016 at 07:55 AM

“

Bill was a man of interesting character. Always decked out in tommy hilfiger, had a
zest for life and loved to laugh...and we did a lot of that!!! I never knew a man who
could watch 7 TVs at once. Oh yes, we are talking football season. I will miss our
little adventures. We all loved him like family. Now he can shine in heaven as he did
on earth.
Lynn Pawloski,
Adirondack Stretcher and Ambulette.

Lynn Pawloski - June 12, 2016 at 09:33 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William R. Zajicek.

June 12, 2016 at 08:44 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's death. My heartfelt sympathies and prayers go out to the
Zajicek family. As Kathy's (Zig's) best friend, I spent a LOT of time at the Zajicek
household when I was a kid. I remember watching the Jets with Bill, Ziggy and Rudy.
Rudy even made me an honorary family member by nick naming me "little Martinski".
Bill, as the older brother, always played the part... he teased Ziggy and I mercilessly!
He took us to our first concert (Simon and Garfunkel, if you can believe that!) at
S.P.A.C, bought us both a beer, (I won't tell you how old we were :), and told us to
"beat it" until the concert was over! Typical big brother stuff! I pray for deep peace to
you, Bill.
Sharre Martin

Sharre Martin - June 12, 2016 at 07:17 PM

“

Ziggy, Barb and Iva... I'm so sorry for your loss. Sending lots of love, prayers and
positive vibes your way. All of your memories will keep Bill alive in your hearts
always.

Erica Peck - June 12, 2016 at 07:00 PM

“

So sorry about Billy, he was a very kind person. So sorry for his family for this loss.
Know that I will keep you all in my prayers. Sending sympathy and love at this
difficult time.

Jo Ann Fioravanti - June 12, 2016 at 05:33 PM

“

What can I say? My grief is beyond words. Those who knew Bill best, knew that this
day was coming sooner than later. He had been in and out of the hospital many
times the last couple of years. But we are never prepared for the passing of a close
friend or loved one. My heartfelt condolences go out to Iva, Kathy, Melissa, Beth, and
MJ and the rest of Bill's family.
I talked with Zig the morning of his death. He had been discharged from he hospital
the day before and the call ended as they usually did, with joking and laughter. We
kidded around that it was only a few weeks until our annual 4th of July party, an
event that we both looked forward to all year long. He was our designated clam
opener and head official of our yearly egg toss championships.
To say Bill and I were close friends is an understatement. He was more like a brother.
He spent many summers at our camp on East Caroga, moving right in. My parents
treated Bill as a second son. We became close friends in high school. He was JHS
class of '67, I was class of '66. We ran track together, hung out together, often
meeting at the pool room. He taught me how to snow ski and I in turn helped him
with his waterskiing skills. Bill was an exceptional snow skier and became a very
good competitive waterskier. He was an excellent bare-foot waterskier, boat driver,
slalom skier, as well as a New York State Water Ski Jumping Champion. We
travelled together up and down the East Coast attending water ski tournaments
together. The fun we had was amazing. We were inseparable. Years later after Bill
had stopped competing because of a knee injury, fellow competitors from Maine to
Virginia would ask me about him and say how much they missed him at the
tournaments. I couldn't attend an event without hearing several times, "How's Ziggy.
tell him we miss him" He was truly a fun person to be around.
Bill was the best man at my wedding and a true friend to my family. My kids called
him affectionately "Uncle Zig". When Zig retired he came to work for me as a delivery
person. He made work just that much more fun. His endless stories would leave us
all laughing for hours. . Bill was an avid golfer and when I retired for the first time and
I decided to take up golf, he was quick to offer his assistance.
Two and 1/2 years ago when I decided to reopen a pharmacy, Zig was going to be
our delivery person. It was about that time that his health began to worsen and with
much sadness in his voice, he told me that he wouldn't be able to do the job. He was
upset that he had let me down. I told him that he could never let me down. No better
friend could anyone ever have.
Zig, my long time best friend, the brother I never had, rest in peace, your suffering is
over.

Tom Wojciechowski - June 12, 2016 at 01:31 PM

“

Very sorr;y to hear of Bill's passing. Dick and I always had a good time playing at
Nick Stoner. He will be greatly missed. Lynne & Dick Semprevio

Richard & Lynne Semprevio - June 12, 2016 at 10:12 AM

“

I AM DAVE ZEMANEK. I WAS THE OTHER "Z" WITH ZIG IN THE CLASS! I
REMEMBER ONE TIME THAT HE AND I WENT TO SEE SUE SWEETMAN AT
COLE'S; NOT KNOWING THAT SHE WOULD DIE A WEEK LATER! I AM SO GLAD
TO BE PART OF A WONDERFUL CLASS OF "67"

DAVE ZEMANEK - June 12, 2016 at 08:41 AM

“

Very sorry to hear of Bills passing, I played football with him and We shot an
occasional game of pool( he was a lot better than me ).
I saw him at Fox run several times for a quick chat, agood man who will be missed,
my sincerest condolences to his family
Bill Dzierson

Bill Dzierson - June 12, 2016 at 07:36 AM

“

Dear Iva, Kathryn (Zig) , Barb and families~
Sending heartfelt hugs and prayers your way with hopes for comfort and peace in the
days ahead.
Many friends are holding you close.
Love,
Denise, Kevin and Jeffrey

Denise Spedding - June 11, 2016 at 08:14 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Ziggy's passing. I was in Homeroom, on the football
team,track team, and intramural basketball with Bill at JHS. He was always a lot of
fun to be around, and quite the prankster. I remember being sent to the principals
office for one of the pranks he pulled in Homeroom- apparently it made me laugh a
little too hard. I was fortunate to catch up with him at out 45 H.S. reunion and share
some laughs about old times. He was pleased when I reminded him that I had
clocked him at 9.9 seconds in the 100 yard dash at a JHS track meet. God bless you
Zig, you will be missed.
Alan White

Alan White - June 11, 2016 at 06:45 PM

“

I remember Bill at Fox Run Golf Club. I played golf with Bill several times and he was
always giving me tips. In the later years he was a maintenance man at Fox Run. He
always had a smile and asked how I was doing. He was too young. I will miss him he was a friend. Doug Chase

Doug Chase - June 11, 2016 at 05:18 PM

“

I was very saddened to hear of Bill's passing ........ known as "ziggy" to all of us who
had the honor of growing up with him ....... you never knew what sort of "prank" Zig
was going to pull ..... he was a very kind man and will be missed .... RIP Zig and fly
high.
Marilyn Weaver

Marilyn Weaver - June 11, 2016 at 04:25 PM

“

John And Peggy Grey lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

John and Peggy Grey - June 11, 2016 at 03:31 PM

“

its sad Bill is gone but he will be remembered dearly by his high school classmates
and missed by us all. condolences to his family and fly high Bill RIP...janice

janice briggs st louis - June 11, 2016 at 02:10 PM

“

Kathy - So sorry to learn of your brother's death. Remembering you both from HS
days that seem both so many years ago & rather recent at the same time. Thoughts
& prayers being sent from us to you & all of Bill's family.

Fred & Pam (LaVoie) Putman - June 11, 2016 at 12:23 PM

“

Our condolences to Bill's family.Our families have been friends for a million
years,many good memories through our childhood. God bless you Bill,rest in
peace.Sue,Ann and Liz Sponnoble

liz - June 11, 2016 at 10:35 AM

“

Zig - I am very sorry to hear that you have lost your brother. Thinking of you. Suzanne Blanche

suzanne mcsherry - June 11, 2016 at 09:18 AM

“

Love you Dad

Beth Zajicek Kiffney - June 11, 2016 at 08:39 AM

“

How do you write about the sweetest memories of your childhood? Johnstown in the
1950's...neighborhood kids riding bicycles.....a whole wild pack of us racing around
the long drive in back of the Hotel Johnstown.....building tree houses and a Tarzan
rope swing....cowboys and Indians.....ice cream cones at Pete's....playing marbles on
the sidewalk...Billy's great collection of model airplanes....Rudy's hound
dogs....chasing each other around the Soldiers and Sailors monument in the park by
Union Hall and shooting our cap pistols....our Mom's and grandmothers' fresh
chocolate chip cookies from scratch, best eaten with a cold glass of milk...snowball
fights....digging for night crawlers on hot summer nights....Fourth of July
fireworks.....walking up East State Street every morning to East State Street
Elementary School....the boys' line and the girls' line with Martha Boardman
reminding all of us to be "Good Scouts"....our beloved grandmothers, Babu and
Ollie.....Oh, Billy, how many times over the years I have remembered those days and
the sweetness and innocence we knew....we were the luckiest kids in the
World....and we were so lucky to share those days with you and Khaki....may these
memories comfort Kathryn Mary and your children...forever...
Sue Sponnoble

Sue Sponnoble - June 11, 2016 at 07:30 AM

“

Sue Sponnoble lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

Sue Sponnoble - June 11, 2016 at 07:03 AM

“

Lynn Voudry lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

Lynn Voudry - June 11, 2016 at 07:01 AM

“

“

my condolences to Bill's family. I'm going to miss him very much. Tracy Childs
tracy - June 11, 2016 at 12:11 PM

M.J. Enchautegui lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

M.J. Enchautegui - June 10, 2016 at 11:44 PM

“

Melissa Zajicek lit a candle in memory of William R. Zajicek

Melissa Zajicek - June 10, 2016 at 11:41 PM

